THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE
VILLAGE OF FOREST PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
HELD ON MONDAY EVENING, APRIL 28, 2025

Mayor Hoskins led all assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin, Voogd and Mayor Hoskins answered the Roll Call.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

It was moved by Commissioner Maxham and seconded by Commissioner Nero that the minutes
from the April 14, 2025, Special meeting of the Council be approved.

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin, Voogd and Mayor Hoskins
NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

The motion carried unanimously.

It was moved by Commissioner Maxham and seconded by Commissioner Nero that the minutes
from the April 14, 2025, Regular meeting of the Council be approved. A correction was requested
by Commissioner Voogd to add “regarding the Altenheim” to the commissioner report

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin, Voogd and Mayor Hoskins
NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

The motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Ms. Marilyn Jancewicz expressed her concerns about the condition of Van Buren Street and
requested assistance in getting pavement repairs done.

Mr. Gene Armstrong requested that the village lease plots of the Altenheim property to individuals
for private vegetable gardens.

COMMUNICATIONS:

The village received a letter of appreciation from the Village of North Riverside for all the help received
from our Public Works Department during an emergency water main break.



DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

The Fire Department submitted its March, 2025, report.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

It was moved by Commissioner Maxham and seconded by
Commissioner Nero that the Resolution for the payment of bills
be adopted. The bills totaled $1,419,964.61.

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin,
Voogd and Mayor Hoskins

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

The motion carried unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

None

NEW BUSINESS:

Mr. Drew DePriest, Chair of the Safety and Traffic Commission,
gave an overview of the commission’s proposed 2025 Work
Plan. The commission plans to provide policy guidance
regarding off-street parking, collaboration with the
Environmental Control Commission and a Speed Survey. In
addition, public engagement opportunities will be a Bike Safety
Fair, a Town Hall to educate residents about the Commission,
and marketing to rais awareness of Pedestrian Safety Month in
October.

It was moved by Commissioner Melin-Rogovin and seconded
by Commissioner Voogd that the Resolution authorizing the
approval of Pay Request #2 for the 2024 Lead Service
Replacement — Stage 1 Project to Joel Kennedy Construction
Corp. be adopted.
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ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin,
Voogd and Mayor Hoskins

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

The motion carried unanimously.

It was moved by Commissioner Melin-Rogovin and seconded
by Commissioner Voogd that the Resolution authorizing
Change Order No. 2 to the contract with Veregy for the Water
Meter Replacement and AMI Project be adopted.

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin,
Voogd and Mayor Hoskins

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

The motion carried unanimously.

It was moved by Commissioner Voogd and seconded by
Commissioner Melin-Rogovin that the Resolution approving an
Encroachment Fee Waiver Letter Agreement regarding 7603-
7607 Madison Street Forest Park be adopted.

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin,
Voogd and Mayor Hoskins

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

The motion carried unanimously.

It was moved by Commissioner Voogd and seconded by
Commissioner Melin-Rogovin that the Mayor’s Proclamation
declaring Friday, April 25, 2025, as Arbor Day in the Village of
Forest Park be acknowledged. Deputy Clerk Roach read the
proclamation aloud.

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin,
Voogd and Mayor Hoskins

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

The motion carried unanimously.
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It was moved by Commissioner Maxham and seconded by
Commissioner Melin-Rogovin to appoint Mr. lan Nosek to the
Library Board (expires 4/30/2031) and Mr. Steve Rummel to the
Planning and Zoning Commission (expires 05/01/2029).

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin,
Voogd and Mayor Hoskins

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

The motion carried unanimously.

It was moved by Commissioner Maxham and seconded by
Commissioner Nero to approve the ratification of the Raffle
License issued to the Kiwanis Club of Oak Park and River
Forest.

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin,
Voogd and Mayor Hoskins

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

The motion carried unanimously.

It was moved by Commissioner Maxham and seconded by
Commissioner Nero to approve the Raffle License Applications
submitted by St. Luke and St. Bernardine Parish and the
Kiwanis Club of Forest Park.

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin,
Voogd and Mayor Hoskins

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

The motion carried unanimously.

It was moved by Commissioner Voogd and seconded by
Commissioner Melin-Rogovin to approve the application from
Opportunity Knocks for the use of the Public Way at the
village-owned property at Altenheim.

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin,
Voogd and Mayor Hoskins

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

The motion carried unanimously.
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It was moved by Commissioner Melin-Rogovin and seconded JUNETEENTH COMMITTEE

by Commissioner Voogd to approve the request from Forest REQUEST TO HOLD FLAG-
Park Juneteenth Committee to hold a Juneteenth Flag-Raising RAISING CEREMONY
Ceremony on June 2, 2025, in the Village Hall Parking Lot. APPROVED BY MOTION
ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin,

Voogd and Mayor Hoskins
NAYES: None
ABSENT: None
The motion carried unanimously.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:

Administrator Entler complimented Deputy Clerk, Megan Roach, on the great job she did clerking
tonight’s meeting for the first time.

COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS:

Commissioner Maxham expressed that she felt offended and appalled that she was not allowed to
ask more questions about a presentation being made and that the Village Council was not able to use
the opportunity to have public discussion as a group.

Commissioner Nero asked residents to attend the budget meetings so they could understand the
things the village needs. Normal levels of service could change unless we find more sources of
revenue. The commissioner stated that 64% of the property tax revenue goes to the school districts.
The cost per student is approximately $33,000, more than the cost of private school. The
commissioner is willing to do what he can to right-size the division of the property taxes to provide a
sustainable source of revenue to the village. Last, the commissioner requested that the Zoning
Update Ordinance be taken off the table and placed on the next agenda for discussion under old
business.

Commissioner Melin-Rogovin encouraged residents to volunteer for the bike safety carnival. The
Forest Theater is having a celebration and fundraiser for Shakespeare’s birthday at Piacere Mio on
May 4. May 1 is events celebrating May Day by the Historical Society and May 3 is the Arts Alliance
Maker's Market at Robert’'s West Side.

Commissioner Voogd reported that the Arbor Day event at Betsy Ross School was a fun event. The
village planted a Ginkgo Tree, nicknamed “Ross” by the students. Thanks to all who contributed,
including the students, administration, Public Works crew and Director, and Amy and Geoff Binns-
Calvey. The Trees Forever grant is back on track and the village has received many grants to
support our urban forest because of our designation as a Tree City. The 5" annual Community Clean
Up Event is being held on May 17t at 9:00. Thanks to Mark Boroughf, who donated t-shirts for the
event. The registration link will be on the website tomorrow. The commissioner is also looking
forward to the May Day Celebrations. Last Commissioner Voogd reported that the budget meeting
was recorded and is available online so people can be informed.
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Mayor Hoskins reported that May 7% is our lobby day with the West Central Municipal Conference.
Requests will include issues related to transit reform. Part of the bill to consolidate transit, includes a
transit police force and mandated outreach for the unhoused. Mayor Hoskins will suggest to
legislators that they address some of the elements of the bill that are impacting Forest Park, including
the number of ambulance runs to 711 Des Plaines. This will be presented to the governor’s staff as

the level of the village’s response is not sustainable.

ADDITIONAL NEW BUSINESS:

It was moved by Commissioner Nero and seconded by
Commissioner Maxham to recess into closed session pursuant
to 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(11) to consider litigation.

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin,
Voogd and Mayor Hoskins

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

The motion carried unanimously.

The Village Council reconvened at 8:12 p.m.
ROLL CALL

Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin, Voogd and
Mayor Hoskins answered the Roll Call.

It was moved by Commissioner Maxham and seconded by
Commissioner Nero that the Resolution approving the
execution of a Settlement Agreement, General Release and
Covenant Not to Sue be adopted.

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin,
Voogd and Mayor Hoskins

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

The motion carried unanimously
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ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to be addressed, Commissioner Nero moved, and Commissioner
Maxham seconded to adjourn. The motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Hoskins declared the meeting adjourned at 8:13 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Vanessa Belmonte
Village Clerk
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