THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE
VILLAGE OF FOREST PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
HELD ON MONDAY EVENING, JANUARY 27, 2025

Mayor Hoskins led all assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin, Voogd and Mayor Hoskins answered the Roll Call.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

It was moved by Commissioner Maxham and seconded by Commissioner Nero that the minutes
from the January 13, 2025, Regular meeting of the Council be approved.

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin, Voogd and Mayor Hoskins
NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

The motion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Thomas Kovac suggested that the village create an inventory of each property in Forest Park,

along with the details of each property. Mr. Kovac also suggested that the Zoning Director keep a

log of conversations. Last, Mr. Kovac stated that the village needs more publicity and clarity to the
changes to the zoning code.

Ms. Linda Cibula spoke in support of Opportunity Knocks Organization and urged the Village
Council to approve their use of the Altenheim space for their Garden.

COMMUNICATIONS:

None

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

The Fire Department submitted its 2024, annual report. The Police Department submitted its
November/December, 2024 report.



APPROVAL OF BILLS:

It was moved by Commissioner Maxham and seconded by
Commissioner Nero that the Resolution for the payment of bills
be adopted. The bills totaled $647,444.31.

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin,
Voogd and Mayor Hoskins

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

The motion carried unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

None

NEW BUSINESS:

Joe Laudont, Audit Manager with Lauterbach and Amen,
presented the Fiscal Year 2024 Audit Report. Mr. Laudont
explained the different components of the report and stated that
it is an unmodified audit opinion, which means that the report is
clean and the financial statements are accurate and comply with
financial reporting guidelines.

Mr. Phil Carmody from Opportunity Knocks presented their
organization’s proposal and request to use the village’s property
at the Altenheim as their Knockout Farm. Mr. Carmody went
through their mission and goals, and demonstrated how their
organization provides opportunities and learning for their clients
with intellectual differences. @ The proposal would be a
public/private partnership and bring the community together.

It was moved by Commissioner Maxham and seconded by
Commissioner Nero that the Ordinance amending section 3-5-
1, entitled “Specific Licenses and Fees,” and section 3-5B-8,
entitled “Ambulances,” of Article B, entitled “Service Businesses
and Establishments,” of Chapter 5, entitled “Businesses,
Occupations and Trades,” of Title 3, entitled “Business and
License Regulations,” of the municipal code of the Village of
Forest Park be adopted.

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin,
Voogd and Mayor Hoskins

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

The motion carried unanimously.
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It was moved by Commissioner Maxham and seconded by
Commissioner Nero that the Ordinance amending section 1-
8A-3, entitled “General Purchases,” of Article A, entitled
“Purchasing,” of Chapter 8, entitled “Municipal Finance,” of
Title 1, entitled “Administration,” of the Municipal Code of the
Village of Forest Park be adopted.

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin,
Voogd and Mayor Hoskins

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

The motion carried unanimously.

It was moved by Commissioner Maxham and seconded by
Commissioner Nero that the Ordinance waiving bid and
authorizing the acceptance of a Proposal for IT Coordination
and Consulting Services by and between Proxit, Inc. and the
Village of Forest Park be adopted.

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin,
Voogd and Mayor Hoskins

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

The motion carried unanimously.

It was moved by Commissioner Voogd and seconded by
Commissioner Melin-Rogovin that the Ordinance authorizing
the sale or disposition of Surplus Property of the Village of
Forest Park (obsolete Kenwood Police Radios) be adopted.

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin,
Voogd and Mayor Hoskins

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

The motion carried unanimously.

It was moved by Commissioner Maxham and seconded by
Commissioner Nero that the Resolution approving and ratifying
the execution of an application for a State and Local Cyber
Security Grant Program Services Grant as approved by the
Federal Emergency Agency and Cyber Security and

Infrastructure Security Agency be adopted.
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ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin,
Voogd and Mayor Hoskins

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

The motion carried unanimously.

It was moved by Commissioner Melin-Rogovin and seconded
by Commissioner Voogd that the Resolution Approving Change
Order No. 1 to the contract with Veregy for the Water Meter
Replacement and AMI project be adopted.

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin,
Voogd and Mayor Hoskins

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

The motion carried unanimously.

It was moved by Commissioner Maxham and seconded by
Commissioner Nero that the Resolution approving and ratifying
the execution of an Active Shooter Training Drill Training
Participation agreement with Adventist Midwest Health d/b/a
UChicago Medicine Adventhealth LaGrange be adopted.

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin,
Voogd and Mayor Hoskins

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

The motion carried unanimously.

It was moved by Commissioner Nero and seconded by
Commissioner Melin-Rogovin to approve the request from
O’Sullivan’s Public House to erect a tent for the St. Patrick’s
Parade Day, Saturday, March 1, 2025.

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Commissioners Maxham, Nero, Melin-Rogovin,
Voogd and Mayor Hoskins

NAYES: None

ABSENT: None

The motion carried unanimously.
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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:

Administrator Entler reported that the village lead service line replacement project is now doing
replacements outside of watermain projects. Most of the property owners involved in the next phase
of work have already been contacted. Those who have not responded will receive phone calls and
other contacts from the Contractor, Joel Kennedy, and the engineer, Christopher Burke Engineering.
The administrator advised that 7410 Madison has been cleaned and looks amazing. There was a
broken window discovered, which will be replaced, and we plan to use the space during the Parade
on March 18t.  Ms. Entler commented on the Fire Department and Police Department reports, adding
that they may be included in the next Newsletter as they are a nice snapshot of the work these
departments do. Last, the administrator acknowledged the tremendous amount of work, effort and
many late nights and weekends put into the annual audit by Finance Director Letitia Olmsted during a
period when the department was short-staffed. Many thanks and great job Tish!

COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS:

Commissioner Maxham thanked Finance Director Olmsted for the amount of work put into the annual
audit and the Management Discussion and Analysis, which was very well done. The commissioner also
thanked District 91 PTO for coordinating a day of service on 1/20/2025, benefitting the Forest Park Food
Pantry. 9,500 servings of food were prepared for local residents.

Commissioner Nero thanked Opportunity Knocks for their proposal, adding that he loves their mission.

Commissioner Melin-Rogovin will be participating in the Alliance to End Homelessness’ point-in-time
count this Wednesday. This effort will help to obtain funding for those experiencing homelessness.

Commissioner Voogd echoed Commissioner Maxham on the District 91 PTO event, which was filled by
the time she tried to volunteer. The commissioner further expressed her gratitude to Director Olmsted for
her year-round hard work and to Director Stella and the Public Works crew for doing everything needed to
stay on top of the fluctuating weather, keeping our village safe.

Mayor Hoskins participated in a City Club meeting where Kurt Dillard, Chief of the RTA spoke about
merging Metra PACE and the Chicago Transit Authority, providing proposals and handouts. The mayor
feels this will be a hot topic in Springfield this May.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to be addressed, Commissioner Nero moved, and Commissioner
Maxham seconded to adjourn. The motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Hoskins declared the meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Vanessa Belmonte
Village Clerk
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