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 ORDINANCE NO. O-33-06 

 
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING DOG PARK AND AREA REGULATIONS  

BY AMENDING CHAPTER 1, ENTITLED “ANIMAL CONTROL”,  
OF TITLE 5, ENTITLED “POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY” 

 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF  
FOREST PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Village of Forest Park, Cook County, 

Illinois, that Chapter 1, entitled "Animal Control", of Title 5, entitled "Police and Public 

Safety," of the Municipal Code of the Village of Forest Park, Cook County, Illinois, is 

hereby amended as follows: 

 Section 1.  Section 5-1-1, entitled "Definitions", of Chapter 1, entitled “Animal 

Control”, of Title 5, entitled “Police and Public Safety”, of the Municipal Code of the 

Village of Forest Park is hereby amended by adding thereto the following definitions: 

  Cook County 
Administrator: The licensed veterinarian appointed by the Board of 

Commissioners of Cook County, pursuant to the Illinois 
Animal Control Act, or his authorized representative. 

 
Dog Park: An enclosed area of land where dogs are permitted to be off 

leash. 
 
Leash: A cord, rope, strap, or chain which shall be securely 

fastened to the collar or harness of a dog or other animal 
and shall be of sufficient strength to keep such dog or other 
animal under control. 

 
Operator: Any Person who owns, operates or provides for use by 

Patrons a Dog Park. 
 
Patron:   An individual who has a dog within a Dog Park. 
 
Person; Any individual, firm, corporation, partnership, society, 

association or other legal entity, any public or private 
institution, municipal corporation, unit of local government 
or any other business unit. 
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 Section 2.  Section 5-1-11, entitled "Penalty", of Chapter 1, entitled “Animal 

Control”, of Title 5, entitled “Police and Public Safety”, of the Municipal Code of the 

Village of Forest Park is hereby amended in its entirety as follows: 
 
5-1-11 Dog Park and Area Regulations 
 

A. No Person, including the Village of Forest Park, shall be an Operator of a Dog 
Park unless such Dog Park is in compliance with this Article. 

 
B. A Dog Park must be completely enclosed by a contiguous fence with each 

entrance designed in such a manner as to secure against accidental opening. 
 

C. There must be prominently displayed at each entrance to a Dog Park, a sign 
that sets forth the Operator’s rules for use of the Dog Park by Patrons, which 
rules shall not be inconsistent with the requirements set forth in this Article, 
including, without limitation, paragraphs D and E1, E2 and E3 hereinafter. 

 
D. Dogs must be on a Leash when entering into and leaving a Dog Park.  Dogs 

may be taken off a leash while within the Dog Park, except as necessary for 
the safety of the dog or Patrons. 

 
E. The Operator must institute a plan (e.g. licensing/permitting and/or use of a 

key or keycard system) satisfactory to the Cook County Administrator for 
each Dog Park that reasonably ensures that access to the Dog Park is limited 
to dogs: 

 
1. for whom there is written proof of an examination within the past year for 

any communicable diseases, including an examination of a stool specimen 
for internal parasites, and current vaccinations or titers if possible for 
Distemper, Hepatitis, Para-influenza, Parvovirus and Bordetalla (kennel 
cough), unless an exemption to this requirement has been granted by the 
Cook County Administrator upon the written recommendation from the 
Owner’s veterinarian; and 

 
2. who are in compliance with rabies vaccination requirements of the Illinois 

Animal Control Act (510 ILCS 5); and 
 

3. who are currently licensed by the local government where the Dog’s 
Owner lives. 

 
F. The plan required by Section 5-1-11E above shall be filed in writing with and 

must be approved by the Cook County Administrator prior to the Operator 
permitting Patrons to use a Dog Park after the effective date of this Ordinance.  
Once approved by the Cook County Administrator, any proposed change in 
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the plan must be approved by the Cook County Administrator prior to such 
change becoming effective. 

 
G. The Operator must institute a system of periodic surveillance to monitor 

compliance by Dog Park Patrons with the Operator’s Dog Park plan and rules.  
The Operator shall have a policy for those instances in which a Patron does 
not observe the Operator’s rules.  The Operator shall permit the Cook County 
Administrator to monitor and enforce compliance by Dog Park Patrons with 
the Operator’s Dog Park plans and rules. 

 
H. The Dog Park must have covered leak-proof containers available for storage 

of waste materials before disposal to control vermin and insects, which 
containers shall be periodically emptied and maintained in a sanitary 
condition. 

 
I. Dog Park License Required. 
 

1. No dog shall be permitted to enter a Dog Park unless a current Dog Park 
license issued by the Village of Forest Park has been obtained.  Each dog 
entering a Dog Park shall require a separate Dog Park license.  Such license 
shall be valid for the period commencing on May 1 of each year and expiring 
on April 30 of each year.  Fees for Dog Park licenses shall be as follows 

 
  Residents of Forest Park:  Ten Dollars ($10.00) for the first dog;  
  Two Dollars ($2.00) for each additional dog 
 
  Non-Residents:  Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) for the first dog;  
  Three Dollars ($3.00) for each additional dog. 
 

Such license fees shall not be prorated for periods which may be less than 
twelve (12) months. 
 

 2.  Upon payment of the required Dog Park license fee and proof that such 
dog complies with the requirements of paragraph E hereinabove, a Dog Park 
license tag will be issued by the Village to the Owner, and such tag must be 
worn on the collar of the licensed dog upon entry into the Dog Park and at all 
times while such dog is in the Dog Park.  Upon payment of the required Dog 
Park license fee, the Village will also issue a badge to the Owner of such 
dog(s), which badge shall be worn by the Owner upon entry into the Dog Park 
and at all times while present in the Dog Park. 

 
J. Patrons shall comply with the Operator’s rules and regulations.  It shall be 

unlawful for Patrons to fail to comply with the Operator's rules and 
regulations when using a Dog Park of which the Village of Forest Park is the 
Operator and any violation of the rules and regulations shall subject the Patron 
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to a fine pursuant to Section 5-1-11K of this Title 5.  Each day on which such 
Patron violates the rules and regulations shall constitute a separate offense. 

 
K. All Patrons shall comply with the Operator's rules and regulations.  Any 

violation of the Operator's rules and regulations will result in a fine of Fifteen 
Dollars ($15.00).  Upon proof that the Patron complied with the dog licensing 
requirements of Section 5-1-11.I by obtaining such Dog Park license within 
fourteen (14) days of the issuance of a citation for any such violation, such 
fine shall be voided. 

 Section 3. Section 5-1-12, of Chapter I, entitled “Animal Control”, of Title 5, 

entitled “Police and Public Safety”, of the Municipal Code of the Village of Forest Park 

is hereby created as follows: 
 

5-1-12:  Penalty:  Any person who shall violate, or fail to comply 
with any of the provisions of this Chapter, where no other penalty is 
prescribed, shall, on conviction, be fined as provided in the general 
penalty of Section 1-3-1 of this Code for each offense. 

 
Section 4. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect on June 1, 2006. 

 
 PASSED by the Council of the Village of Forest Park, Cook County, Illinois this 

22 day of May, 2006. 

 
 
     APPROVED: 
 
 
     /s/ Mayor Anthony T. Calderone 
     Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
/s/ Vanessa Moritz 
Village Clerk  


